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KEYNSHAM WALKING FOOTBALL CLUB NEWSLETTER
Number 27

AJN Stadium, Bath Road, Keynsham

www.facebook.com/keynshamwalkers
www.flickr.com/groups/4128099@N22

www.somersetfa.com/players/ways-to-play/walking-football
Click the above to navigate to that page.

As the Government is slowly starting to unwind the lockdown measures the committee
has been discussing how we might restart our walking football sessions.  Until we can
meet in small groups of up 10 then there is not much we can do, but it may be, as the
virus recedes and the risk of infection declines, the policy may change to allow this.

When this occurs, and it may be as soon as August or September, we will arrange
sessions for up to 10 members to come to the AJN Stadium for some fitness work and
possibly kicking a ball about.  There will be no playing walking football at this time, but
it will be a chance to gauge and improve our fitness and remake old acquaintances.
Under these circumstances we must comply with social distancing and only use the
outdoor facilities.  This would mean coming fully changed (except for your boots) and
going straight home afterwards, to allow the next session to start.  Depending upon
demand we might run two or three 45-minute sessions on a Tuesday and Friday.  These
sessions would have to be booked in advanced to ensure that no more than the
required number attend.  If large numbers show an interest we may make these
sessions age related.  We will also have to wait until the Football Association allow such
training to take place.  We would still have to pay for the use of the ground so there
will be a £3-charge per session.

The Over 50s Thursday night session might be more difficult, as we would expect
Keynsham Town to return to light training under these conditions on Thursdays.  This
could mean that evening sessions for those who work might have to take place on
another evening, such as a Monday or a Wednesday.

If, and when we can return to meet in such small groups, everyone must assess their
own and their immediate family’s health conditions.  It might not be sensible for some of
you to return at this time, but to wait for even better conditions to apply.

For all of us keeping fit is so important, whether it is going out for a walk, a cycle ride
or just exercising at home.  Chris Hooper’s promised fitness video has been delayed
due to technical problems, but I am hopeful that it will be distributed soon.  If not, there
are plenty of other fitness regimes that can be followed on TV or the Internet.

Martin Coles will shortly send you all an email, asking how many of you might be
interested in joining these sessions.  When we know when we can go forward with
these, we will let you know, give you more details and you can book a slot.

Looking forward to the time when we can meet again, in the meanwhile please keep
safe.

Mike Slucutt (mike.slucutt@blueyonder.co.uk, tel 0117 9079523, mobile 07792 236464)

www.facebook.com/keynshamwalkers
www.facebook.com/keynshamwalkers
www.keynshamtownfc.org.uk
www.somersetfa.com/players/ways-to-play/walking-football
www.facebook.com/keynshamwalkers
www.flickr.com/groups/4128099@N22
www.flickr.com/groups/4128099@N22
www.somersetfa.com/players/ways-to-play/walking-football
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In the summer of 1982 Christine, my wife, was waiting at Heathrow Airport to board a
flight to Belfast where she would be visiting her parents.  Suddenly there was activity in
the departure lounge as a group of 30 fit mainly young men appeared.  They were
taken on the plane before the rest of the passengers.  When Christine went onto the
plane she was shown to a seat next to an older man who was part of the group and in
front of two of the younger men who were engrossed in a copy of the Sporting Life.
She enquired of the older gentleman if they were a sports team.  He advised her that
they were, indeed, a football team.  Christine informed the older man that her husband
(me) and her father were football fans.  He then suggested she might like to ask the two
men behind for their autographs as it would probably impress her Dad and me.  The two
were more than happy to give their autographs in a book that Christine was reading at
the time.  She looked at the autographs and they meant nothing to her.

When Christine reached Belfast she told her father the story and showed him the
autographs.  He laughed, as I did later when we spoke on the phone and I heard who
the autographs had come from.  So, whenever we get back playing again, I might even
bring the book along for you to see.  Christine is probably the only person in the world
to have a copy of 'A Scots Quair' by Lewis Grassic Gibbon signed by Alan Ball and
Kevin Keegan.  We later worked out that she had been sat next to Lawrie McMenemy
and Southampton were on a pre-season tour of Northern Ireland.

Trevor Simpson

In season 90-91 I was a referee on the then Great Mills sponsored Western League
and one of the duties in those days was that the FA asked the Western league to
appoint fourth officials.  I was asked to carry out these duties at Bristol Rovers,
Plymouth Argyle and Torquay United in that year.  The role was an honour as you could
imagine meeting league players and mangers and visiting professional grounds.  I was
at Twerton Park with Rovers playing Wolves with Steve Bull, at Plymouth where Peter
Shilton was manager and at Torquay where one game will always be in my memory.

I got the call to be fourth official from Cliff Ashton (Western League Referees’
Appointment Secretary) as I had closed my fixtures for that weekend with the league as

One of the good things about lockdown, and let’s be honest there aren’t many, is that I
have been going through my football books on my shelf, which have been collecting
dust for many years, and re-reading them.

As a result I have come up with several items for this newsletter which I hope you will
find entertaining.

If you have any football-related stories or anecdotes you would like to share with
everyone else, please let me have them for inclusion in future issues, then you won’t
have so many boring stories from me.
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I was visiting friends and family in Plymouth.  Cliff rang me and asked if, as I was in the
south west that weekend, if I like to earn £25 and be fourth official at Torquay, who were
playing Wycombe Wanderers where Martin O'Neil was their manager.  As an added
bonus, Roger Milford would be the referee. Y ou'll remember Roger from the FA Cup final
when he was expected to have sent Gazza off only to see him carried off!

I arrived at Torquay's Plainmoor ground in good time and was escorted to the
Chairman's suite where I found Roger making the tea for everyone and of course, being
the centre of attention.

Pre-match we walked the pitch and Roger explained what they would be doing and
what he expected me to do as Fourth Official.  It was basically to look after spare balls,
flags, keep a record of what happened on the pitch but the main task was to keep
Martin O'Neil in the dugout or as Roger called it, the chicken coop!  This was not an
easy task and one that would give me grief all game as you will remember how
boisterous he was on the touchline in those days.

All was going well until about three minutes to half-time when the Torquay centre half
brought down a Wycombe forward in the penalty area.  The crowd went loopy when
Roger waved play on!!  Martin O'Neil was fuming, running up and down the line (no
technical area in those days) swearing and calling Roger some unrepeatable names!

You will remember my main task was to keep O'Neil from 'going over the top' well, as
Roger blew for half-time, I bent down to pick up the equipment, when Martin O'Neil
came out of the chicken coop like a greyhound and headed straight for Roger.  Oh my
God!  I thought I'm going to get an earache when we get into the changing rooms.
O'Neil reached Roger as he was leaving the pitch and I could see the finger wagging
going on and a heated exchange.

But, by the time they had reached the tunnel to go into the changing rooms, Martin
O'Neil and Roger were roaring with laughter!  What had Roger said to him to calm the
situation down?  O'Neil was a raving lunatic one minute and here he was laughing with
Roger.

Roger visits Keynsham Town FC on a regular basis and to this day, will not tell me
what he said to calm the situation down.  Roger had a reputation for being a fair if not
spectacular referee but what he excelled in was being a MAN MANAGER.  Great times.

Martin Coles

One Sunday in early March 1987 I walked from my home in Hanham to Shellards
Road, Longwell Green to watch a Sunday Cup match.  In fact it was a semi-final of
Gloucester FA’s Sunday Premier Cup between Longwell Green and Carey DIY.  It was
not, as can imagine, a very high profile match, despite being a semi-final, but a football
match is a football match and they don’t watch themselves.

As I remember it was not on the main pitch at Shellards Road where Longwell Green
Sports of the Western League now play, but a second pitch beyond that.  The kick-off
was due at 10.30 and I arrived about quarter past to see both sides kicking the ball
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about.  No proper warm-up routines in those days!  Half past ten came and went and
the two sides were still kicking the ball around with no sign of the officials..  My thought
was that they were either late turning up, or perhaps even, none had been appointed for
such a match and one of the club officials would have to referee it, not something I was
looking forward to.

I then saw one or two of the home players wander back to the dressing rooms but
with no mobile phones in those days, they obviously couldn’t contact the officials to
see if they were on their way.  However, they returned a few minutes later with the three
officials already changed and seemingly ready to start the match, so why the delay?

It wasn’t until the next week when I read in the Evening Post, that both sides had left
the dressing rooms to prepare for their game and had dutifully locked it behind them.
What they hadn’t realised was, that they had locked the officials inside!

The referee that day was no less than Roger Milford.  The previous day he had been at
White Hart Lane, refereeing Tottenham Hotspurs against Queens Park Rangers in the
old First Division.  Roger, despite being one of the top referees in the country, if not 
top referee, in those days never forgot his roots and was always willing to turn out to
officiate at local matches.  He was one the best.

Mike Slucutt

PS Longwell Green beat Carey DIY 3-1.

If you have any memories of matches that you have played in or watched that have
been special in some way or hilarious, please let me know.
( )

Defenders in the top flight of football must have been feeling in the Christmas spirit in
1963, giving goals away left, right and centre.  On Boxing Day in that year 66 goals
were scored in Division One of the Football League, which is still a record for the top
flight in English football.  The results were:

Blackpool        1 - 5   Chelsea
Burnley        6 - 1   Manchester United
Fulham                       10 - 1  Ipswich Town
Leicester City      2 - 0  Everton
Liverpool        6 - 1  Stoke City
Nottingham Forest    3 - 3   Sheffield United
Sheffield Wednesday   3 - 0  Bolton Wanderers
West Bromwich Albion   4 - 4  Tottenham Hotspurs
West Ham United     2 - 8  Blackburn Rovers
Wolverhampton Wanderers  3 - 3  Aston Villa

If I’d gone to either of the Leicester or Sheffield Wednesday matches, I think I would be
asking for my money back!

I’m not sure what would have happened if Match of the Day was around at the time, it
could have gone on all night.  If it happened today Ian Wright would get so excited he
would probably have a heartache, Gary Lineker would probably self-combust and Martin
Keown would quietly say, “This is quite extraordinary, Gary”.

mailto:mike.slucutt@blueyonder.co.uk
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We all have our own favourite grounds that we like to visit.  Maybe it’s the home
ground of the team we support or the away venue where they always seem to do well.

I too have my favourites amongst the local
clubs that I visit (I’ll keep that a secret), but
one that stands out in my memory that I only
went to once, and it not longer exists.  It is the
former ground of the now defunct Salisbury
City.  When I paid them a visit back in 1990,
they played in Victoria Park.  Yes, a park,
despite the fact that they played in the
Southern League!

The changing rooms and hospitality were in
a wooden structure more akin to a cricket club
pavilion as you can see, surrounded by

ancient trees.  On the opposite side was a wooden stand with wooden seats.  In 1995
they managed to upgrade the ground and gain promotion to the Southern League
Premier Division, just two steps away from the Football League in those days.  Quaint was
the word for it, but
unfortunately it did not meet
the increasing Southern
League requirements and the
club moved to a new
purpose-built stadium in
1997 at Old Sarum, just a
couple of miles away.   If you
visit Victoria Park now, the
pavilion and stand have
gone, just a fenced-ff pitch
remains., the home of
DI United, in the Dorset County League Division 4 (Step 16 if you’re counting).

Salisbury City have had many ups and downs since then including relegation and
promotion up to the Conference Premier (now the National League) at one time were
sitting on top of it and played Nottingham Forest at home in the 2nd Round of the FA
Cup, gaining a 1-1- draw.   They went into administration in 2009, suffered double
relegation back to the Southern Premier Division, but fought their way back to the
Conference Premier in 2013.  Due to on-going financial problems they were expelled
from the league in 2014.

They reformed as Salisbury FC in 2015-16 and started again in the Wessex League and
have now regained their Southern League, Premier Division status with Steve Claridge as
their manager.

No such romantic grounds exist now in the Souther League (unless you know
differently).  The need for higher standards of comfort and safety override the joy of
visiting such a place at this level again.

Mike Slucutt
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Thank you so much to the Keynsham Town Walking Football Club for your generosity.
Your kind gift has been very gratefully received here at Above & Beyond.

 You are no doubt aware that this is a testing time for our NHS and we thank you from
the bottom of our hearts for your donation of £1000.  Your kind donation will enable us
to continue to be there for our hospitals in whatever way they need.We are in daily
touch with all of the hospital teams to see where we might help.

 We do not know how the future will look over the coming days, weeks and months, but
what we do know is whatever happens we will be there to support Bristol's hospitals in

whatever way they need.

 Below are some examples of how your donations have helped:

 Last month, a  was established to provide toiletries, food and water
bottles for staff working tirelessly to protect our health and the health of our families.

The team in the Intensive Care Unit received funding for resources that will make
communicating and working together in the COVID-19 environment more manageable.
This means that they can  even in
difficult circumstances.

A  has now been set up so that any member of hospital staff
can quickly access money for items and initiatives that improve the wellbeing of their
colleagues and patients.

We've also invested in .  One project is aiming to create a
face mask to protect against the spread of the disease.  The second project is looking
into why some people have a more severe reaction to the disease than others in the
hope we can understand and beat the disease sooner.

 Thank you once again for sending such a powerful message of hope to those in
hospital.

 Natalie Millbank

Community Partnerships Fundraising Officer

Tel: 0117 3700842, 07523 513256

Above & Beyond, Whitefriars, Lewins Mead, Bristol, BS1 2NT



Newsletter no 27, Late May 2020                  Page 7

Can you

1. Rear Tin Nut

2. Bogey Ogre

3. Lard lop Tony

4. Natal Harken Fir

5. Ramble Boy

6. Hog it, urine boots

7. Siberia Bowmill

8. Chance Jam Kilos

9. Video Western

10. Lean None Nix

11. Hairy Camera

12. Pry Misled

13. Grip Slices

14. Shoe Inspector

15. Rain Van

16. Rest Ones Theos

17. Set ale Beth

18. Sell hot ringtones

19. Baldie quart cleets

20. Abbas TB chalk

work them out?

21. Run, dada, run.

22. Me cow Floated

23. Escaped by lake

24. Hoodster

25. Oh, get off sir!

26. Snog nurses

27. Men in radio

28. A fat mole

29. Rose far faster

30. Elite Chop

31. Maple Jar

32. Tidier stars

33. Set by rock beats

34. It eyes hot babes

35. And lobby

36. Lady clop

37. Hey, she bobcat.

38. Sleepy Silver

39. Camel tail

40. A fast plonker and a glum ruin
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Steve has come up with another fiendishly difficulty music quiz, well it is for me at least!
I had to use Google just to make sure I got the questions right!

The answers will appear in the next newsletter, but the first one to email
 with all the correct answers will get an honorary

mention.  No cheating please!

1. Name the four original members of The Eagles.

2. Timothy G Schmit and Joe Walsh joined The Eagles from two previous bands.  Who
joined from which band?

3. Which two members of the band Free went on to form/join the band Bad
Company?

4. Which member of the band ZZ Top does not have a beard?

5. Who fronted the band Ten Years After?

6. So called supergroup Humble Pie had members Jerry Shirley and Greg Ridley, plus
two more famous musicians.  Who were they?

7. Following on from Question 6, the two famous musicians in Humple Pie above
were both in big Sixties bands.  Who was in which band?

8. What town in Lancashire do Elbow hail from?

9. Name the mini, 5 track-CD by the band Fleet Foxes.

10. The pub rock scene from the Seventies created many memorable bands.  Finish off
the names of the three below;

10.1  Graham Payler and … ?

10.2  Brinsley … ?

10.3  Kilburn and … ?

mailto:mike.slucutt@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:mike.slucutt@blueyonder.co.uk
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Ye Olde Footballe Quiz
The questions in this quiz relate to the years 104 to 0 BP (before Premier League).

1. The Football league was formed in 1888.  There were 12 inaugural members of the
league and four are current Premier League members.  Can you name them?

2. One of the inaugural members is now a non-league team.  Which one?

3. Who won the First Division championship in 1936/37 but were relegated the next
season?

4. What now well-established Premier League team was relegated in that 1936/37
season, but were promoted back the following season when Manchester City were
relegated?

5. Which Third Division team won the first League Cup final to be played at
Wembley?

6. Manchester United were the first English club to win the European Cup in 1968,
but which was the first English Club to win;

6.1 The European Cup-Winners Cup in 1963

6.2 The Inter-City Fairs Cup/EUFA Cup/Europa League in 1968?

7. Which club won promotion to Division One in 1989/90 but were relegated back to
Division two before the new season started?

8. Which clubs, not in Division One have won the FA Cup

8.1 In 1901 (as a non-league club)

8.2 In 1973

8.3 In 1976

8.4 In 1980?

9. Which current Championship club won the First Division championship in three
consecutive seasons from 1924 to 1926?

10. Manchester City were relegated from Division One in 1926 despite having scored
89 goals (but they had conceded 100).  That season five teams in the Football
League scored over 100 goals and an extra 511 goals were scored in Division One
compared to the previous season (a 43% increase).  What was the reason for the
goal glut?


