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KEYNSHAM WALKING FOOTBALL CLUB NEWSLETTER
Number 24 - Annual Report

AJN Stadium, Bath Road, Keynsham

www.facebook.com/keynshamwalkers
www.flickr.com/groups/4128099@N22

www.somersetfa.com/players/ways-to-play/walking-football
Click the above to navigate to that page.

On the following pages you will find the reports from the committee that would have
been published at our Annual General Meeting which should have taken place on April
29th.  That has now been deferred until such time as we can hold it safely, but it is
important that we produce these reports electronically instead.  As you can see the club
is in a very healthy position financially and when we can get together again we may
have to decided how to deal with the substantial amount of money in our Subs Account.

What a year it has been!  It started for me in early April when I received the surprise
news that Derek Hardwell wished to stand down as Chairman and then continued with
even more surprises when a couple of committee members nominated me to succeed
him.

Derek held his third and last AGM in May last year and it was a great honour when you
accepted those nominations and elected me to be your Chairman.  It felt like a daunting
task as Derek and the committee had taken the club from virtually nothing to a
membership of around 100, running three sessions a week and three league teams in
just three years.

Phil Sheehan also stood down at last year's AGM after having giving similar dedication
and hard work to the job as Derek.  Dave Ball was elected to take his place.

The committee for 2019/20 therefore started with myself and:

Martin Coles (Secretary), Steve Nicholls (Treasurer), Chris Ashton, Dave Ball, Steve
Collins, Richard Iles, Clive Palmer and Jim Whiting.  Sam Wheller was co-opted onto the
committee this year to represent the Thursday evening sessions.

It is useful to remind ourselves of the club's objectives, which are in our Constitution
and state that it shall:

▪ 'Provide a safe environment for people over 50 to play 'the beautiful game a little
slower' in order to improve their health and well-being,

▪ Offer social opportunities for members, and

▪ Commit to the collection of monies for Good causes which will benefit the Community.'

www.facebook.com/keynshamwalkers
www.facebook.com/keynshamwalkers
www.keynshamtownfc.org.uk
www.somersetfa.com/players/ways-to-play/walking-football
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www.flickr.com/groups/4128099@N22
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Keynsham Walking Football Annual Report, 2019-2020          Page 2

I think we have achieved all of these three objectives and this report will hopefully
illustrate how we have fulfilled them.  When chairing meetings and being part of the
decision-making processes, I have always tried to bear these objectives in mind.

The committee has met four times during the year before we were unable to meet
anymore and once informally over the Internet during this period of lockdown.

The club also sent out nine (including this one) newsletters to members to keep you
all informed of the many activities which have happened and that you can get involved
in.

▪

The membership has grown to 123, up 32 on this time last year and each session is
better supported than ever.  We often have over 30 on Tuesdays and over 40 on Fridays.
The Thursday evening session has grown also, so that more often than not, two courts
are needed.  Before the shutdown, the committee agreed to hire one part of the main
pitch once a month, in order that the Over 50s league team (which comprises mainly of
Thursday nighters) can train with a pitch with no fencing, to represent league-match
situations.

We have been fortunate enough over the year to have a regular supply of referees,
Mervyn Adams, Richard Iles and Dave Bees just to mention three.  Several members
went on a Somerset FA Walking Football referees' course to add to their skills and
knowledge of the game.

I looked in on the Thursday night sessions on several occasions, even refereeing one
session and it was good to see those who are still working are able to participate in
walking football.  They may play the game at a faster pace but I was pleased to see that
they play it fairly and in line with the rules.  I believe that they have been much
maligned over this.

Thanks go to those who regularly set things up and choose the teams, in particular
Chris Ashton, Clive Palmer, Andy Cockle, Martin Coles and Dave Bees, again just to
mention a few.  Thanks also to Chris Hooper for the warm-ups.  Everyone seems to play
their part in packing kit away at the end of sessions and many have taken their turn to
wash it.

▪

We entered one team in each of the Somerset Over 50s and Over 60s leagues and for
the first time, one in the Gloucestershire Over 70s league.  Dave Ball and I attended the
annual meeting of the Somerset Leagues in Glastonbury.  These results have been
reported in the newsletters and the fact that, due to coronavirus, the fixture programmes
were unable to be completed.  The Over 50s' and Over 70s' teams were lying in second
place when their leagues were abandoned and the Over 60s third.  One round of Over
60s matches was played at our own AJN Stadium and a good number of members came
to support the team and had a good afternoon out.  We obviously have to think about
purchasing some strikers for next season as the three teams only managed 26 goals
between them in 38 games!
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Each squad now has its own kit, kit bag and first aid kit which each manager looks after.

With such a large league commitment we only took part in three friendly tournaments,
one for the Over 60s and two for the Over 50s squad.  They were held at Weston super
Mare and were against other teams from the south west.

We also entered the National Vintage Games at Bath University with its excellent
facilities, but not so good Astroturf pitch.

Several players took part in South West regional matches and England trials and Chris
Ashton played for England Over 70s against Wales in Merthyr Tydfil.

Our club is not just about the playing of the beautiful game, but using it as a social
meeting place.  It was great to see so many members, who were unfortunately unable to
play for various reasons, still come along to the various sessions and have a cup of
coffee, a chat and a bit of banter.

▪

Phil Sheenan, in contact with Virgin Healthcare, arranged for Lisa Fry to come and talk
to members about free NHS health checks for the Over 40s.  She came to the club twice,
once on a Tuesday and once on a Friday.  These were well-supported by members and a
number of us attended Keynsham Health Centre to take advantage of this.  I cannot say
what this resulted in for other members, but it was found that I had a high cholesterol
level and high blood pressure and I am now on tablets for both!  So, I hope it has done
me some good at least.

About a dozen of us attended a half-day, Emergency First Aid course run by Somerset
FA being shown how to give CPR and use the resuscitator in emergency.  Equally
important we were shown how to recognise the signs of concussion and shown how to
deal with asthmatic attacks and anaphylaxis and allergic reactions.  We also have four
members who have attended the full one-day course, mine was during the current
season, but several of these have to be renewed as soon as possible after we return to
playing.

The main first aid kit held in our store room has been re-evaluated and completely re-
stocked.

▪

There were many again this year, and apologies if I have left any out.

▪ Christmas meal. The club took over Lansdown Cricket Club for another excellent
seasonal celebration, thanks to the excellent organisation by Steve Collins.

▪ Annual Convention and Presentation of Trophies.  This was the first time I had
attended this, but now regret not having gone earlier.  It was an excellent weekend,
good accommodation, brilliant food (too much in fact!) and the presentations and
evening events well-organised, as was the whole weekend, by Richard Iles. 39
couples attended the weekend.  Clive Palmer was voted by the membership as
Clubman of the Year (the Roger Grant Trophy) and Chris Ashton the Players' Player
of the Year (the Harry Curran Trophy).
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▪ We held a 1960s disco at Oldland Village Hall in December, with The Vinyl Front Ear.
Thanks to Jim Whiting for his work bringing this about.

▪ A trip to Spain was organised with military efficiency by Steve Collins.  Twenty of
our members went to Benalmadena and had a great time.

▪ The Golf Society organised by Rob Payne met several times throughout the year.

▪ Jim Whiting organised a couple of walks and trips down the river Avon.

▪ We had one skittles evening last May well-organised as usual by Clive Palmer who
also organised breakfasts on several occasions after our morning sessions.

▪ More and more members came to the AJN Stadium during the last season to support
Keynsham Town on their return to the Premier Division of the Toolstation (Western)
League.  Steve Davies and Chris Aston helped provide the hospitality drinks (teas
and coffees only I'm afraid) and Martin Coles the refreshments.  You could normally
see about 10 or 12 club members stood together on the terraces encouraging the
team and chatting together.  The walking football club was the match ball sponsor
for the game against Hallen.

▪ In March we said farewell to one of our long-standing members and former winner
of the Harry Curran trophy, Brian Mackey, who moved away from the area.  We hope
he will keep in touch.

▪

▪ Geoff Beazer organised a family fun day on Cup Final day to raise funds for
Dementia Action Alliance which raised over £600.

▪ The Rumanian shoebox appeal was launched again this year and our members,
once again, showed their generous spirit in supporting this venture organised by
Phil Sheehan.

▪ The club supported two children in Romania so that they could attend the Ignite-
CASA Camp.  CASA stands for Christian Agency for Social Action.  This is organised
by the Keynsham Elim church Ignite team.  Thanks to Phil Sheehan for his work on
this project.

▪ On Boxing Day Clive Palmer initiated and ran a charity fund raising event in the
form of all-age walking football.

▪ The club gave £100 to the United Bath Hospital, maternity ward.

▪ We presented a cheque for £100 to the Teenage Cancer Trust.

Well, I think that sums up everything that has happened during the past 12 months,
quite a full programme I think you will agree.  I have not detailed how much money for
our Good causes was raised by each event, because you will see that detail in Steve's
Treasurer's report.  But as reported in the last newsletter we sent £1,000 each to our
nominated charities (Children's Hospice South West and Jesse May) in April in advance
of any formal presentations which were unable to arrange because of the lockdown.  This
was done because we knew that all charities were running short of money during this
crisis and we thought it best they had the money at a time when they needed it most.
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▪

Finally, I would like to thank everyone who has helped out in any way this year.

▪ First to the other two officers of the club, Martin Coles (Secretary) and Steve
Nicholls (Treasurer).  Martin was as busy as in previous years dealing with the
numerous items of correspondence, which come in from all directions and making
sure that someone in the club is actioning them.  To give you some idea, I alone
have received around 200 emails from him this year.  Add to that the minute taking,
checking the register every session, first aid and numerous other jobs he has made
a terrific contribution to the club.  Steve Nicholls has had to deal with more income
from the weekly subscriptions and therefore more trips to the bank.  Keeping good
records, paying the bills on time and balancing the books for a club the size that
ours is now, is no simple matter.

◦ As I said at the Annual Convention in all my experience over the years of sitting
on various committees, I can honestly say that this is hardest working one that I
have been part of.  Everyone plays their part.

◦ Richard Iles organised the Annual Convention which was very successful,
purchased the kit for the league squads and players' own requirement and also
refereed sessions on regular occasions.

◦ Steve Collins did the same for the Christmas meal and trip to Spain.

◦ Jim Whiting kept track of the membership and ran walking and boat trips through
the year, plus organised the Christmas Disco at Oldland.

◦ Clive Palmer is never short of ideas for social and fundraising events and his
enthusiasm and energy make them enjoyable and profitable for our Good
Causes.  He also puts his woodworking skills to good use raising money by
making plant troughs and bird boxes etc.

◦ Chris Aston, Dave Ball and Gary Hardwell ran the Over 70s, 60s and 50s league
teams respectively, with quiet efficiency.

◦ Our newest committee member, Sam Wheller has taken over the organisation of
the Thursday evening sessions.

▪ In addition, I would also like to thank.

◦ Those who help regularly every week ie Mervyn Adams, Chris Ashton, Dave
Bees, Andy Cockle, Martin Coles, Richard Iles and Clive Palmer.

◦ Phil Sheehan for his links with Virgin Healthcare and the Shoebox appeal.

◦ Pete Ricketts, club photographer.

◦ Bib sponsors Shuttercraft and Bath City Guide.

◦ And everyone else in the club.  You all help to make it the great club that it is.
Without you, your assistance, camaraderie and friendship it would not be what it
is.
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And so, this year has ended in us not being able to play the game that we love and
everyone confined to their homes.  The AGM has had to be postponed and we don't
know when normality can be restored.  I hope you are all keeping well and in touch with
one another and maintaining your razor-sharp fitness for when we can resume playing.
The committee is in contact with each other through a WhatsApp group and Zoom,
although this is mainly to keep our spirits up.  There is little we can do at the moment,
but we are considering some future events and how we would would return to our
normal sessions, once we are allowed to do so.

Thank you all for making this club what it is.  I believe it is unique in the world of
walking football for the variety activities and fund-raising that it undertakes.  It has been
a great privilege to be your Chairman for the past year.  Keep safe and I hope we can all
meet again soon and continue to play the beautiful game at a slower pace.

Mike Slucutt

Chairman

It seems somewhat strange to be writing this in isolation from my dear friends and
colleagues at Walking Football but current circumstances preside over what is beginning
to be normal.  Looking back over the year we appointed a new Chairman in Mike Slucutt
who has done a fantastic service to the club this year in organising us all and the events
being staged.  He has become the whole club 'Stato' informing us of everything going on
around us all in terms of leagues and producing reports for newspapers on games at 1st
team level. A brilliant job Mike.

The Club has enjoyed many social events over the year including our annual Gala
Presentation weekend in Torquay, again this year organised by our very own Richard
Iles.  The format is well trodden now and all who attend thoroughly enjoy what Richard's
team put on for us at the hotel.  It's a great occasion where we can all enjoy each other's
company and celebrate our achievements, on and off the pitch.

The oversees tour in October 2019 saw the team descend on an unsuspecting
Benelamedna in Spain.  Steve Collins sought out a fantastic hotel for us with lovely
beaches, walks and restaurants and we managed to meet up with a local WF club to play
a few games.  The evenings where we all had a chance to meet, drink and eat were great
social events and cultural tours to Malaga using public transport were very interesting.
My personal thanks goes to Clive Palmer, my room buddy, who on arriving 1 day earlier
with the main bunch, unpacked my clothes which were in his suitcase, whilst waiting my
arrival. I felt like royalty!  Even had my smalls in a separate drawer! Thanks goes to Steve
Collins who tried again this year to return with a team but due to lack of numbers, we
have cancelled this year's trip.  We hope to try again next year.
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League games at Over 50, 60 and 70 have been very enjoyable and my thanks goes to
Gary Hardwell, Dave Ball and Chris Ashton for being the managers of each of these
teams.  It's not an easy job trying to get players to take part and then having to mould
them into teams.  They have had mixed results this year but have made good progress in
the Somerset and Gloucester League's they play in.  All have expressed how much they
enjoy it and at 0ver 60s this coming year, we hope to run two sides.

Chris Ashton was selected to play in England WFU games which is a fantastic
achievement for the club and potentially, Phil Sheehan and John Dare will be also be
selected this year.

Rob Payne and the WF Golf Society have enjoyed some outings together this year to
Lansdown GG, Thornbury GG and Knowle GG.  It all looks very friendly from Rob's
reports and if anyone wants to join, I'm sure you'd be made very welcome.

The WAG's ( Wives and Girlfriends) have also enjoys some social occasions together
this year having lunch and afternoon teas together.  Their numbers continue to increase
and thanks are expressed to Lynda Coles and Carol Britton for arranging these great
times together.

Our Good Causes fund was able to donate £1000 each to Jesse May Trust and
Children’s Hospice SW this year Both charities do so much in the community for very
sick children and their families.  Both charities are suffering with fund raising activities at
the moment so we as a club donated the money early to them and we will celebrate with
them later in the year doing so.  This years charities are Muscular Dystrophy and
Testicular Cancer, both chosen by members.  A special thanks to Clive Palmer who by
making bird boxes, planters, wooden trains etc. has raised an amazing amount personally
which he has donated to our WF Charities.  Thank you Clive from us all and thanks to all
who contribute in so many ways to help others.

Two people who, without their input would make setting up our sessions that much
more complicated are Chris Ashton and Andy Cockle.  They are at the ground before 9am
each session making out the pitches for us all to play.  This is a vital part as you can
imagine and Chris and Andy deserve our heartfelt thanks.  Similarly thanks are expressed
to the remainder of our committee, Mike Slucutt, Dave Ball, Clive Palmer, Steve Collins,
Richard Iles, Jim Whiting and Steve Nicholls.

To our band of volunteer referees, a big personal thanks from me for enduring
comments, finger waving, abuse but most of all good humour from us all.

That is about all from me but just to say I hope by the time you read this, we are all in a
better place. Please keep safe and of course, keep fit and well.

Martin Coles

KWFC Secretary
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Opening Balance £1,528.28

Income

Subscriptions £13,292.50
Members payment for kit £722.50

Total £14,015.00

Expenditure
Saltford Hall b/f from 2018/19 £44.00
Pitch Fees £9,982.00
Kit and equipment for the club £626.60
Payments made to Kit co for members kit £717.91
Donations made

Shoe Box Appeal £180.00
Sponsor Nathan Curnnock £50.00
Presents Torquay £60.00
Flowers £29.70
Annual prizes £150.00
Dec raffle prizes £120.00
RUH £100.00
Clive Palmer, boxes £100.00
Teenage cancer £100.00
Mike Dodge Dorothy House £50.00
Brian Mackey £15.00

£954.70
Travel Dial a Ride + Saltford hall £110.00
Insurance £156.00
Admin Costs £172.39
League/tournament fees £575.00

Somerset FA Fees £365.00
Gloucester FA Fees £50.00
Other tournaments £160.00

First aid £60.00

Total £13,398.60

Balance carried forward £2,144.68

Keynsham Town Walking Football Accounts April 5th  2019 until March 31st 2020
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Income Expenditure

B/fwd from 2018-2019 £136.80

Donation from Clive Palmer £100.00
Skittles Profit £88.00
Payment to Food Bank £100.00
Torquay Profit £320.00
Dance Raffle £160.00
Dance Profit Oldland £310.00
Xmas dinner profit £580.00
Donation from Brian Mackey £100.00
Boxing Day Profit £450.00
Payment to Jesse May £1,000.00
Payment to Children's Hospice South West £1,000.00

Totals £2,244.80 £2,100.00

Balance C/Fwd £144.80

Keynsham Town Walking Football Good Causes Account 2019-2020
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The committee took part in a video conference call on Wednesday 22nd March in which
every one of us was able to a participate.  We discussed:

1. A phased return to playing football.  It was agreed that when we can, we need to
return to playing gradually to minimise strains and sprains and more serious injuries.
As we do not know when this is likely to be, it was impossible to agree any details. It
might involve playing less games during the hour sessions with a longer warm-up
and breaks in between or even split us into smaller groups based on age and use
extra days of the week.  When we are clearer about when social distancing will end
the committee will meet again to finalise the details.  In the meantime any
suggestions how this might be approached would be welcome.

2. The Torquay Gala weekend in November is booked and 30 couples have reserved
their places.  Whether this will take place or not, we still do not know.  As we have
used the hotel several times before they trust us and have not asked for any deposits.
Other events like the Christmas meal and a whole club dinner/dance are being
planned but will only go ahead if government rules allow.  After this week’s
announcement by the Chief Medical Officer it looks increasingly unlikely, and if not,
the committee will organise some social events as soon as we can and we will have
some big celebrations!

3. Andy Morse has been using lockdown to redesign the Keynsham Town FC web site.
Our walking football club will have its own section and we will be able to update some
of the content ourselves.  This should go live in the next few weeks and when it does
we will let you know.

4. So far we have raised £640 for the local NHS charity, Above and Beyond, Bristol City
Centre Hospitals Appeal (www.aboveandbeyond.org.uk), Covid-19 Response Fund,
thanks to your generosity.  Details of how to donate can be found in the last
newsletter.  If you have any ideas how we might continue our charitable fundraising
during this period of lockdown, please let me know.

I hope to produce another newsletter, more informal this time, in a week or so.  All
contributions welcome.  In the meantime please keep in touch with one another.  A
phone call, text or email can do a lot to cheer us up in these unusual times.

Look after yourselves and keep safe.

Mike Slucutt

Chairman.

 tel 0117 907 9523 mobile 07792 236464.

mailto:Mike.slucutt@blueyonder.co.uk

