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You probably know by now, the Football Association has cancelled all football below
National League level, that is from Step 3 of non-league football.  All matches for the
2019/20 season will be made void, there will be no promotion and no relegation and the
planned re-structuring of Step 5 (Western League Premier level) will be deferred until
2021/22.  This will no doubt seem very unfair to some clubs especially Bradford Town
and Plymouth Parkway, both looking forward to promotion this season, but honestly
what else could the FA do?

Perhaps a bit more surprisingly at our level, Somerset FA have also voided the 2019/20
walking football season and will award no championships and medals. This is strange
because every team has played an equal number of matches and with no home and
away fixtures, why not simply let the current position stand as the final one?  The GFA
have yet to announce what will happen to their Over 70s league, but we assume it will
be the same.

Somerset FA are already taking entries for next season and we will be entering two
Over 60s teams.  However, we will need another manager to look after this team.
Anyone interested please let me know.

You may not have noticed, but there are two unused goals in the equipment area of
the AJN Stadium.  These are 12 foot by 6 and one was broken, which we have had
mended.  Nets are on order and when we return to playing, this will aid our training for
some league matches, because this size goal is used at some venues.

Although we usually wait for a formal presentation, we have sent £1,000 to each of our
designated charities, Children’s Hospice South West and Jesse May.  All charities are
under tremendous pressure with loss of donations during this coronavirus outbreak, so
we decided to send them the money at a time when they most need it.  Hopefully when
things return to normal we will hold the presentations then.  Thanks to everyone in the
club who has enable us to collect these amounts.

So, with no recent football and events to talk about, most of this newsletter will be
dedicated to providing a bit of light relief and entertainment.

I hope you are all keeping safe with your families, but I think it is important to keep in
touch through whatever means is available to you.  If anyone wishes to have a chat
about football or anything else, you can always get in touch with me.

Hope to see you all again soon and take care,

Mike Slucutt (mike.slucutt@blueyonder.co.uk, tel 0117 907 9523 or 07792 236464).
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During our period of inactivity and self-isolation it was thought it might be a good idea
to try an carry on raising money for a good cause, and what better cause at this time,
than the NHS.

It was decided that a good local NHS charity would be 
 Their

web pages states:

If would be good if you could give a minimum donation of £10 (less than 3 weeks
subs) and with over 100 members we can raise another £1,000.  Your donation can be
paid directly into our Good Causes bank account, and when all the money is in, Steve
will forward it onto the charity.

To do this you can send your donation online via BACS to our Walking Football
Good Causes account as below:

 Account: , Sort Code: 

 When donating, please also state as a reference:

 to distinguish it from any other payments.

Thank you very much for your support, I am sure you will think this is a cause worth
helping.

The two we supported were:

 ( )
Children’s Hospice at Home,
Created by a family, for local families
Jessie May is a charity that provides hospice at home care for terminally ill children in
Bristol and the surrounding area.  The charity was set up by the parents of Jessica
May Purrington, a little girl who died at home aged 4 months, surrounded by her
family and her nurses.  Jessie May has a team of dedicated nurses who provide care

to children and families during a child’s life and after
their death.

Providing hospice care for children with life-limiting
conditions and their whole family.  Respite and short breaks, emergency care,
palliative care and end of life care at Charlton Farm, Wraxall, North Somerset.

As stated on the front page we have given them £1,000 each

https://www.aboveandbeyond.org.uk/
https://www.jessiemay.org.uk
https://www.chsw.org.uk


This match was reported in the Non-League Football Paper on 7th October 2018.

The 83 fans who attended the FA Vase Youth Cup match between Nuneaton and
Borough and Halesowen Town on Thursday night were treated to arguably one of the
the greatest ever footballing fight backs, with a score line that almost defies belief.

With 30 minutes left on the clock, Nuneaton were on cloud nine and cruising to an
emphatic 7-2 victory, however during the next half hour they saw their advantage
rapidly disappear as Halesowen pulled off the most dramatic of comebacks.

As the game edged into injury-time, Halesowen had somehow pulled themselves back
into the match but still trailed 8-7.

Then, Emlyn Tudgay stepped up to grab a last-gasp brace and give the young
Halesowen side a victory, they will never forget.

A thought must be spared for Nuneaton striker Luis Corcoran who found the net an
extraordinary five times but still ended up on the losing side.

Final score Nuneaton 8 Halesowen Town 9.

And how many of you remember this match. I just about do.  This is from ‘Soccer’s
Strangest Matches’ by Andrew Ward.

It was the Saturday before Christmas.  Many of the Charlton Athletic’s regular
supporters had opted for Christmas shopping rather than the home game against
Huddersfield Town.  Still more did the same after an hour’s play.  Charlton were losing
5-1 and were down to ten players.  It didn’t seem worth staying until the end.  But let
that be a warning.  Those who left early missed a most amazing transformation.

In those days Charlton Athletic played at the Valley, a huge stadium capable of
holding 70,000, and on this pre-Christmas Saturday it looked fairly empty with only
12,500 spectators inside.  At half-time Charlton were 2-0 down and not playing well.
They had also lost centre-half Derek Ufton, who had dislocated a shoulder, and would
have to play with ten men for the last 80 minutes of the game.  No substitutes were
allowed at that time.

The one man who will be forever associated with Charlton Athletic’s stunning
transformation that day was Johnny Summers, their tall, stocky outside-left.  At half-time
he changed his boots, thinking it would be a good time to break in a new pair.  After all,
Charlton had little chance, and his old pair of boots were falling to pieces.

In the third minute of the second half Summers scored his first goal, but Huddersfield
popped in three more and led 5-1 on the hour.  The visitors, who included future
England full-back Ray Wilson and England international wing-half Bill McGarry, looked
certain for two Second Division points, even when John ‘Buck’ Ryan scored a
consolation goal.



Then Johnny Summers scored four goals.  In the rearrangements following Ufton’s
injury, Summers had moved to centre-forward.  It was from this position that he scored
his goals, all with his unnatural right foot, all wearing his new boots.  The remaining
spectators were going berserk and there was still ten minutes left to play, Charlton
leading 6-5.  Then Huddersfield equalised.

The winning goal came with the last shot of the match.  Charlton’s Fred Lucas fed John
Ryan and the big attacker slammed the 11th goal of the second half.  Charlton had won
7-6.  Moments later, when the final whistle went, the crowd began calling for the players
and Johnny Summers in particular.  ‘We want Summers,’ they chanted.  At length the
players appeared in the directors’ box, and were greeted rapturously.

Meanwhile, in the Miller Hospital at Greenwich, the injured Derek Ufton could hardly
believe what he was hearing.  7-6?  It couldn’t have been the game he started off in.  It
wasn’t until team-mate Stuart Leary visited him at the hospital that Ufton could take in
the news.

There was a strange sequel less than three weeks later.  Charlton Athletic and
Huddersfield Town met in an FA Cup third-round replay at the same place, the Valley.  A
much bigger crowd turned out, expecting a repeat of the goal glut.  Charlton won 1-0.

And how many of you remember these scores from Christmas 1956?

 Tuesday December 25th  Bury 7-2 Bristol Rovers

Wednesday December 26th Bristol Rovers 6-1 Bury.

I can’t remember any such comebacks on that scale where I have been present.  I do
remember in October 2014 Cadbury Heath were leading at home to Bradford Town 2-0
after 80 minutes. Bradford pulled one back, then scored two goals in stoppage time to
win 3-2.

If you have any memories of footballing comebacks, please send them to
mike.slucutt@blueyonder.co.uk for inclusion in future newsletters.

I did witness part of a World Record set by a local football club.  Bristol St George
(now Roman Glass St George) started the 1986/87 season by drawing their first nine
matches.  I watched their first home match, 1-1 v Hanham Athletic, and another home
match, also 1-1, this time against Cinderford Town in the Gloucester County League.
The record was officially confirmed by the International Federation of Football History
and Statistics.  They eventually went on to draw 16 of their 36 league matches, a club
record.
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Team manager for a second Over 60s team in the Somerset Walking Football League.

The responsibilities will include team selection and organisation, making sure that
Keynsham Walking Football is represented by this second team at all of the fixtures
produced by the Somerset FA.  Matches usually take place on Wednesdays, although
some Thursdays may be involved and may take place anywhere in the county of
Somerset.  Where possible, transport will be provided.

For further details, please contact Mike Slucutt at mike.slucutt@blueyonder.co.uk

Martin Coles recently set out a guess the emoji quiz, each one representing a football
club.  In case you didn’t see it, it is reproduced below.

In case you need them, Martin provided the following clues:

1.  Type of bird, last picture is an old town.

2.  What’s the colour, what’s he swimming in?

3.  A fortune teller’s ball, it's where a king/queen lives.

4. The arrow is a compass direction.

5. You've got to be this to play walking football, a type of meat.

6. London club.

7. The arrow is a compass direction.

8. Its not a cow something similar used to pull carts , it's a make of car.

The answers are now on the back page..
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Hi Ladies and Gentlemen,

Can I thank everyone that entered the competition, we had over 30 entries.

There were a variety of teams put forward and some very interesting formations.

The great majority of the entries included the greats of the game such as Gordon
Banks, Bobby Moore and Bobby Charlton.

The criteria I have used to mark the entries were based upon having a balance team
with a strong defence, a balanced attacking and defensive midfield and an attack with
plenty of goals at the highest levels.

The team I have chosen as the winner is that put forward by Mark Beale.

His team:

Gordon Banks

Gary Neville

Tony Adams

Bobby Moore

Ashley Cole

Bobby Charlton

Brian Robson

Paul Scholes

Wayne Rooney

Alan Shearer

Jimmy Greaves

Subs: Shilton, Terry, Edwards, Keegan, Lineker

This team I felt had a strong defence a creative midfield and proven goal scorers up
front.

There were two other entries that were very close Rob Eadesford and Chris Hooper.

A prize of £20 goes to Mark while Rob and Chris get a consolation £5

Couple of other mentions Derek Hardwell managed to make an England team out of
ex-Rovers players!!!!!

Gary Hardwell  had a strong team but all Man Utd players

Thank you all again for entering.  I hope it passed a bit of time during this difficult time

Steve.
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If you can print the next two pages, here are a couple of puzzles to keep you amused.

The Word Search below contains the names of local football clubs.  The first or last
letter of a club name may be used more than once, so beware!  The teams used are:

AEK Boco  Bath City  Bitton  Bridport Brislington Cheddar Cribbs

Frome Town Keynsham Town Sholing Street  Tavistock  Wick

Plus there is one more.  See if you can spot it!



1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9

10 11

12 13

14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25

7. How England equalised in the 1966
World Cup Final (6)

8. Local team that reached a national cup
semi-final this season (6)

10. Local county league football team
(1,1,1,4)

11. Hosted the World Cup in 1962 (5)

12. Managed once by Jack Charlton (4)

13. Won the World Cup first in 1934 (5)

17. Played for Manchester United, Laurent
_____ (5)

18, See 21 down

22. First name of Heskey, former
Liverpool player (5)

23. A good midfielder’s play is this (7)

24. Stalybridge _____., Northern Premier
League club (5)

25 A good midfielder’s play is definitely
not this (7)

1. One of England’s top goal scorers (7)

2. What successful football clubs need
several of (7)

3 County of 2018/19 Western League
champions (5)

4. League One, cathedral city club (7)

5. Famous footballer manager (5)

6. Found in 11 (5)

9. Won the FA Cup 8 times (9)

14. Riyad Mahrez plays for this country. (9)

15. _______ Finals. Round of the last 8 (7)

16. What all players have at some time
(3-4) …

19 … and are usually found here (5)

20. _____ Bonds, played for West Ham (5)

21 and 18 across. First form of artificial
playing surface. Not as good as the one
we use (5,4)



1. Swansea Town

2. Blackpool

3.Crystal Palace

4. South End

5.Oldham

6 Arsenal

7 West Ham

8 Oxford

The committee has postponed the Annual General Meeting originally scheduled for
29th April until such time as it can be convened safely.

On or about that date, a newsletter will be sent out to all members which will contain
the Annual Report and Financial Statement.  They will be the same as would have been
reported at the AGM, a summary of what the club has achieved over the past 12 months.
There will also be a brief statement about how we see the club going forward into next
season, whenever that starts.

The committee will carry on until the election of a new one at the delayed AGM.

Until that time we wish you all health and happiness in your confined lives and hope
that this terrible virus is defeated as soon as possible.

Mike Slucutt.


