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Listening to Boris Johnson’s first daily update on the Coronavirus last week, whilst I
was in The Mumbles, I knew that we had to close our walking football sessions
immediately.  I sent a text to Martin Coles straight away so that he could inform
everyone of my decision, which he did.  Within half an hour we had an instruction from
the FA suspending all grass roots football (yes I know we play on plastic, but it still
counts) with immediate effect.

The next day, we received an email from Somerset FA cancelling the friendly
tournament on 9th April and advising that the league fixtures in May are under review.
It seems doubtful to me that these will go ahead.

With regard to our normal sessions they stated:

These are very difficult times but our priority must be to keep everyone as safe as
possible, so these measures are essential.  We will miss not only the football, but the
social gathering, chatter and banter.  However, we must keep in touch as much as
possible.  I did suggest setting up a members’ WhatsApp group but was reminded that
we have over 100 members and if most joined in, the phone would never stop pinging!
But please, keep in touch with one another.  Use whatever means you can, phone calls,
texts, emails, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Skype, Zoom, (for multi-person sessions) etc,
etc, but not, unfortunately meeting in person.  Martin Coles has everyone’s details, so if
you wish to contact anyone but don’t know their phone number or email address,
please go through him.  He will contact that person and check that he wants his details
to be forwarded.  I’m sure that will be OK, so we can all keep in touch and keep sane.

Don’t forget also to do some exercises to keep fit, gardening, decorating or the various
exercises you can find on TV or the Internet.

We will circulate a newsletter about every fortnight during this crisis, so if you have
any news you would like to share, please contact me.  Thanks and keep safe.

Mike Slucutt (mike.slucutt@blueyonder.co.uk)
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Two league match sessions have taken place this year, before the shutdown, one for
the Over 50s and one for the Over 60s.

The Over 50s played on Sunday 8th March and the results were:

Clevedon Town 0-0 Weston super Mare (Reds)
Clevedon Town 0-0 Frome

Frome 2-0 Weston super Mare (Reds)

Shepton 0-1 Clevedon Town
Shepton 0-0 Weston super Mare (Whites)

Shepton 0-3 Frome

Weston super Mare (Reds) 0-0 Shepton
Weston super Mare (Reds) 0-1 Weston super Mare (Whites)

Weston super Mare (Whites) 0-0 Clevedon Town
Weston super Mare (Whites) 0-0 Frome



Wednesday 4th March

Clevedon Town 0-0 Yeovil
Weston super Mare 0-0 Clevedon Town

Yeovil 0-2 Weston super Mare

No more matches have been played in the Gloucestershire Over 70s League since the
last newsletter so the table remains as below,

I suspect that these league table will be the final league tables for this season.



On an extremely wet and windy Sunday the Over 50s played in a tournament alongside
some very good opposition from the south west in Plymouth Argyle, Salisbury and  a
Weston select team.

Despite dominating the first game against Weston, the England Over 70 keeper had a
stormer for them and we walked off with a nil-nil draw.

The next game against a very good Plymouth Argyle was even until the last few
minutes when our defence showed its resilience to earn a good nil-nil draw.

In the last game against Salisbury we led until the last three minutes until a freak
deflection beat our defence for our only goal conceded all day.  We held on for a one-all
draw despite Salisbury having a great chance to beat our keeper with the last kick of the
game.

Unbeaten, soaked and meeting up with three new teams who really play the game in
the right spirit which was great to see.  Just one more goal would have seen us running
out as the tournament winners.

Gary Hardwell,

On 25th January our walking football club was pleased to be the match ball sponsor for
Keynsham Town in their match against Hallen (see below).  Unfortunately it was a match
which Keynsham lost 2-1.
However, just before the Western League was suspended Keynsham beat Street 2-1

and were 14th in the league, which should ensure a mid-table place should it be
possible to end the season



Another special day for our club.  We presented a cheque for £100 to Lianne Morse of
the Teenage Cancer Trust, see below.  One of the first team’s senior club committee
members, Andy Morse’s niece had cancer which nearly killed her.  She is now in
remission and it went towards £6k raised on one night at the British Legion last
Saturday.

We have been lucky enough to gain
sponsorship from two more companies for
bibs.  First, one of our members, Martin Burge
from MG Shuttercraft (left), see

kindly
donated these bibs. Thank you Martin for
your support.  The other company is The
Bath Tour Guide,  (below).

Adge Secker recently came to the AJN
Stadium personally to present us with the

bibs.

Thanks to both companies for
supporting our walking football club.

All photographs on this page are
thanks to Pete Ricketts.

There are more photographs from Pete
about our club on his .
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It is most likely that we will have to postpone the AGM scheduled for
Wednesday 29th April.  In lieu of that I will prepare an Annual Report and
send it out via email.  This will include the officers’ reports and a financial
statement from our Treasurer, Steve Nicholls.

We had a committee meeting planned for this month which has been
cancelled.  This would be to wrap up the business of 2019/20 and finalise our
proposals to 2020/21 which would have been put to the AGM.  I will arrange
some sort of electronic committee instead and our proposals for next season
will be included with the annual report.

Whilst we could hold our AGM using Zoom or something similar I believe
that we should carry out this out face to face as soon as possible once this
social distancing is over.  As we can do nothing with our club until, this
shouldn’t be a problem.

Mike Slucutt

This is still planned to be at the Toorak Hotel ( ) from Friday
20th to Sunday 22nd November).  So far we have 33 couples booked in but
preferably we would like to make it 40 (as we get more discounts).  If anyone
would like to book their place before they all go, please contact Richard Iles
(Richardwilliam6@aol.co.uk).  The cost is £260 per couple which includes two
evening meals, two buffet-style breakfasts and two evenings’ entertainment
which represents
excellent value for
money.  Please refer to
previous emails from
Martin Coles for the full
details.

The hotel has been
very accommodating
(excuse the pun) in that
they do not require any
deposits from us at this
time, knowing the
uncertainty around the
coronavirus epidemic.

https://www.tlh.co.uk/where-to-stay/tlh-toorak


What a lovely day out we had at Lansdown.  We met up at 9.00 am for coffee and a
bacon roll, then out on the course for 18 holes of golf and banter.

Our three teams set out to get the best Stableford scores [you should know what that
means by now, see previous newsletters- MS] with two scores counting on each hole
per team.

The team scores were very close with the first team lead out by John Dare scoring 86
points.  The winning team scored 91 points and was lead by Chris Hooper.  My team,
third out, came in second with 88 points.  John Williams won the Nearest the Pin prize
on the 5th hole. Well done John - nobody else got on the green.

The outstanding performance of the day was by Andy Moody with an individual score
of 42 points earning him the trophy donated by Dave Millington entitled "It's your
round".

This trophy is only on loan until the nest golf day Andy so you need to bring it back
please.  Most importantly Andy also wins a cut in his handicap from 24 to 22 - well
played Andy.

We then spent some time in the bar for some more banter and a meal - very nice it
was too.  If anyone else wishes to be included in the golf day invites then please email
me at  robertp07@btinternet.com

Happy Days folks

Rob Payne

Chris Hooper, Steve Davies, Dave Millington
and Ken Moore

John Dare, Dave Ball and John Williams

Andy Moody, Tony Williams, Rob Payne
and Jim Edgar Andy Moody putting out on the scenic par 3, 14th hole


